
Complies with NPSA Alert

incremental reduction of the
ventilation pressures at the
device is extremely time-
consuming and risky for the
patient. SmartCare/PS, based on
clinical protocols, is integrated
in the Dräger EvitaXL ventilator
and performs this process
automatically. According to the
study, savings are realised
mainly by reducing the patient’s
hospital stay by approx. 2.6
days and avoiding otherwise
necessary medication and
supplies valued at 2,000 euros
per case.

As a part of their cost-benefit
analysis, the researchers looked
at direct savings in materials
and personnel costs through
more efficient procedures and
shorter hospital stays. Based on
the number of cases and the
studied hospitals, the
researchers estimated the
savings potential for the entire
country. The estimates also took
into account the indirect savings
realised through prevention or

ore than 600 million
euros could be saved
each year in Germany

alone by using SmartCare/PS
from Dräger Medical, the
system designed for weaning
ICU patients from artificial
ventilation, This is the
conclusion of Prof Marc Kraft,
MD of the medical technology
department of the Technical
University of Berlin, Germany.
In a study, which he carried out
together with the corporate
consulting company Droege &
Comp. and the industrial
association Spectaris, he
identified 10 innovations that
could contribute savings of over
800 million euros annually to
the German healthcare system. 

In current discussions on
healthcare costs, modern
medical technology is often
cited as one of the cost drivers.
Nevertheless, the authors of the
study uncovered the greatest
savings potential in
SmartCare/PS: Over 50 percent
of all patients in the ICU are
artificially ventilated. Treating
these patients is often protracted
and expensive. In particular,
weaning the patient from the
ventilator through a manual,

he National Patient Safety
Agency (NPSA) has
released a Patient Safety

Alert detailing the hazards of
wrong-route administration and
recommending immediate
actions to ensure that
oral/enteral medications cannot
be administered through an
intravenous connection.

Hospitals can comply with
the Patient Safety Alert
immediately by using Baxa’s
Exacta-Med oral/enteral
dispensers.

According to the Alert,
inadvertent IV administration of
oral medications resulted in
numerous patient safety
incidents and three reported
deaths (2001 to 2004). The
NPSA further proposes actions
to minimise the risk of wrong-
route errors - advocating the use
of oral/enteral syringes for
administering oral liquids that
feature clear differentiation
from those used for intravenous
medication.

The Alert requires the use of
oral/enteral syringes in all
clinical areas by 30 September
2007, recommending the use of
coloured oral/enteral syringes
with clear labelling to help with
differentiation. In addition, the
syringe tips must be
incompatible with any
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Premier healthcare provider,
Kimal, unveiled its new global
logistics centre when the site
was officially opened by Lord
Hunt of Kings Heath, Minister of
State, Department of Health.

Kimal’s managing director,
Alan Press, (above, left, with
Lord Hunt) explained: “We first
centralised our warehouse and
distribution facility in Droitwich
back in 2002 but it soon became
clear that in order to meet the
accelerating growth of the
company and the increasing
service demands of customers
worldwide, we would need to
increase our existing warehouse
capacity.

“Initially it was felt 3,500m2

with provision to add a further
2,000m2 at some point in the
future, would be more than
sufficient to meet our expansion
plans. However, the extra
demand for space came much
sooner than expected, due to the
increase in orders from
customers worldwide.”

Kimal is well known for its
extensive range of products,
used to diagnose and treat
patients requiring cardiology,
radiology, renal and oncology
care. It supplies hospitals and
healthcare units across the UK
and worldwide and, as the
premier provider of customised
procedural packs used in
operating theatres, it is now
market leader in 12 countries.

These sterile packs,
containing all the items required
for each medical procedure, are
customised according to the
individual needs of each trust
and can even be tailored
according to the personal
requirements of a particular
surgeon. Utilising ‘just in time’
logistics, the packs are held in
storage at Kimal’s warehousing
facility and are delivered as per
an agreed schedule to fit in with
each hospital’s demands. This
significantly reduces the
possibility of redundant and out
of date stock, which represents
not only a major cost benefit to
the hospital trust but also
significant savings for the NHS. 
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cure of diseases resulting from
new procedures. Factors that are
especially difficult to quantify,
such as more rapid recovery,
physical inviolability, quick
reintegration into work or
normal life do have an impact
on the economy, they maintain.
This is an aspect that is often
left out of the current debate. It
is precisely this savings
potential that ends up being
reflected in statistics outside of
healthcare, such as labour
market statistics. The cost
debate is therefore far from
being comprehensive. The
authors also point out that new
methods of diagnosis and
treatment drop in cost with more
widespread use, and are
therefore more accessible to the
general public, a fact that is
often overlooked.

differentiated, featuring a purple
plunger - the colour most likely
to become the European
industry standard for enteral
catheters and administration
devices. Exacta-Med Dispensers
also have a clear barrel for
additional safety. Products with
coloured or opaque barrels make
it harder for nurses to detect air
bubbles, may obscure particles
within the liquid and can make
accurate measurement more
difficult.

The cost of changing to
oral/enteral syringes is
documented within the NPSA’s
Alert. Oral/enteral syringes tend
to cost more than intravenous
syringes, yet the report
acknowledges that they can be
washed and re-used for single
patient use and to do so would
provide significant economies.
Baxa’s managing director, Terry
Aston, says: “Baxa Oral/Enteral
Dispensers are validated for re-
use up to 30 times on the same
patient, so on a cost-per-use
basis; this already makes them
cost-effective as well as
bringing additional benefits of
safety.”

intravenous or other parenteral
devices. The NPSA’s action
points further indicate the
removal of luer connections in
tubeset ports, eliminating any
potential confusion between
central lines and feeding lines.
The Alert also suggests that
procedures, training and risk
assessments be carried out to
ensure all staff are aware of the
potential for inadvertent error in
administering liquid medication
and are familiar with the
procedures and products
required to minimise risk.

The Baxa oral/enteral
dispensers are syringe-like
devices specifically designed for
safe administration of oral and
enteral liquids, as they cannot be
used as intravenous syringes.
These dispensers are clearly
labelled and highly


