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Use of syringes for medications intended for oral use and for inhalation 
 
The Directorate for Health Affairs has registered several cases where liquid medications for oral use have been injected.  
This is caused by the use of standard injection syringes for measuring doses of such drugs.  When preparing and handing 
out medications errors are done or misunderstandings occur with the result that the medications are injected.  Such errors 
can have serious consequenses for the patient. 
 
The Directorate for Health Affairs regards conditions that lead to errors in handlng out medications as a serious matter.  
It is important that the institutions have good routines in this respect.  Each individual hospital is responsible for setting 
up such routines as part of their internal control systems and quality assurance procedures. 
 
If syringes are used to measure doses of liquid medications for oral use or for inhalation, one should use syringes that are 
specially designed for this purpose.  Syringes with special corks intended for oral, liquid medications are available 
commercially.  They are constructed so that they cannot be used with luer injection needles. 
 
If syringes are used to administrate liquid, oral medications in tubes to patients who are tube fed, these syringes should be 
specially marked with, for example, a color code, to prevent the content from being injected.  When measuring 
nourishment with syringes for tube feeding babies, adequate marking is specially required. 
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